
We              in YOU!
YES WE DO! YOU make it possible for children and adults to find friends, 
opportunities and the promise of a quality of life that is measured solely by 
one’s hopes and dreams. 

We hope you will join us on March 3rd for an evening devoted to making 
sure that those hopes and dreams come true. It is your support that 
profoundly impacts the lives of our families. Because of you, there is a 
smile on their faces and hope in their hearts as families get to enjoy typical 
life experiences. These are things most of us take for granted, like ballet 
recitals and sleepovers or team sports and dances.

After the dinner and fundraising winds down, as a special ‘thank you’ to 
YOU, we invite you to enjoy the high-energy, live music and comedy of 
dueling piano entertainment.

As you make your plans to join us, please consider extending an invitation 
to family and friends. This is the perfect evening to introduce WDSRA to 
others. The more support there is the more families we can serve and the 
greater the good we can do together.

We                     in YOU ...because YOU make everything possible!

Get your tickets today!

Western DuPage Special Recreation Association

Winter 2017

&
Bash

The

Black
Red

Saturday, March 3rd
5:30pm Registration & Cocktails

7-10pm Dinner, Hall of Fame Award, 
Silent & LIVE Auctions  

AND Dueling Piano Entertainment

Abbington Distinctive Banquets, Glen Ellyn
$125 per person with Open Bar

Your reply is requested before February 16th
Register online at www.wdsra.com

Black & Red cocktail attire encouraged

 � Cocktails & Dinner
 � Exciting Electronic Bidding 
 � Silent Auction
 � LIVE Auction
 � Wine/Spirit/Craft Beer Pull 
 � LIVE Raffle -Win a LIVE   

 Auction Item Of Your Choice 
 � Cash Raffle - Win $500, $250,   

 or $100 
 � Raise the Paddle for Transportation
 � Hall of Fame Award
 � 2018 Participant Video 

Dueling Piano Entertainment by 

Get a sneak peek of  
The Black & Red Bash excitement, 
register for electronic bidding and  

purchase tickets at www.wdsra.com. 

The Black & Red Bash  
At A Glance

Forwarding the WDSRA Mission and Vision

Mission: The development of 
individuals through recreation. 

Vision: Opening a world of 
untapped potential and a lifetime 
of possibilities!

http://www.wdsra.com 
http://www.wdsra.com
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Raise the Paddle for: Transportation 
Making Community-Based Recreation Happen!

At the heart of our mission and vision is the belief that community-based recreation is something from which every 
individual benefits. It means that every participant can live, learn and grow by being active in their community 
alongside peers and neighbors. The result is happy, engaged, productive members of the community. 

The availability of transportation is critical to delivering 
community-based recreation. It allows Rec & Roll, our thriving 
day program for adults, to venture into the community on a 
regular basis. It allows our adaptive sports and Special Olympics 
athletes the ability to participate in numerous tournaments. 
It gives campers a summer full of adventure. Peers are able to 
come together to socialize and build life-long relationships. 

With the obstacles parents can face transporting their loved 
ones, they often find it difficult to do as much as WDSRA 
can. It can be physically taxing, especially with aging parents. 
With everything that parents need to coordinate in everyday 
life, traveling to and from events can diminish the chances 
of participants actually attending them. Parents depend on 
WDSRA to lessen some of their load.  

Participants thoroughly enjoy the benefits of WDSRA transportation. They find the independence they get when 
creating a life separate from their parents liberating. It’s the freedom and camaraderie they enjoy. 

When you raise your paddle in support of transportation, know that your donation is providing more than the seats 
and wheels of a vehicle. It is supporting the very core of community-based recreation.  Your contributions will be 
used to replace aging vehicles, as well as for maintenance, repairs and contract services used to support our highest 
program needs during the summer.

Without access to WDSRA transportation, the community-based aspect of WDSRA programs would be severely 
limited. With your support, WDSRA participants will continue to grow and thrive. Families will continue to reap 
the many benefits derived from being connected to their community. 

The next time you see a WDSRA vehicle driving by, know that your donation will make community-based 
recreation happen! Please raise your paddle because… We Believe in YOU!

Jeff builds camaraderie with 
teammates every time he gets 
on the bus for away games and 
tournaments.

Becky rides the bus about 200 times 
a year. It is her lifeline to exercise, 
entertainment and community 
service with Rec & Roll.

Adaptive sports athletes are able  
to compete regionally because the 
bus is used to transport equipment 
and coaches to 15-20 tournaments 
each year. 

Thanks to WDSRA transportation, 
Katie is able to enjoy dinner with 
her friends every Friday night. Her 
parents get to enjoy a night out on 
their own too!

According to participants of all 
ages, the bus ride is the start to a 
great program!

We                in YOU!



Thank You  
Event Sponsors

First Trust
 First Trust Portfolios / First Trust Advisors

®

City of Naperville Named to Hall of Fame
The WDSRA Foundation is proud to name the City of Naperville as the 
2018 Hall of Fame awardee because of their continuous commitment to 
WDSRA participants and families.

For more than a decade, the City 
of Naperville has provided grant 
funding through their Special Events 
and Cultural Amenities (SECA) 
Commission and Social Services Grants Program. Over $150,000 in all has 
been granted to WDSRA.

They have had a direct impact on the sustainability of programs like 
the Visiting Artist Program, Creative Corner and summer camps. Their 
funding made events like Special Talents, Boccia Nationals and the 
Adaptive Sports Festival possible. Their understanding of our participant 
needs are demonstrated in their support of transportation, scholarships 
and even the remodeling of the kitchen at WDSRA offices which is used 
frequently for programs.

The City of Naperville is an esteemed partner because of their commitment 
to the WDSRA mission and vision and their understanding of the 
importance of special recreation to the residents of Naperville. It is with 
immense gratitude that we applaud their dedication and contributions.

Congratulations to the City of Naperville!

The WDSRA Foundation’s Hall of Fame award is given to individuals, 
agencies, clubs and businesses that have been instrumental in carrying out 
the WDSRA mission of developing individuals through recreation.
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Dance Like No One is Watching
You don’t have to tell us twice! Learning the latest dance craze as 
well as some classic moves means the Let’s Dance group is always 
ready for some movin’ and groovin’. 

Besides being a great means of creative expression and exercise, 
dancing also promotes mind-body awareness. Focusing the mind 
and body aids in skill building and better coordination. Of course, 
dancing with friends is just plain fun too!

Thank you to the West Chicago Park District for the use of their 
dance studio!
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Donors Making an Impact
Thank you to the following groups for their volunteering: 
Lawyers Lend a Hand, DuPage Medical Group, Young 
Men’s Service League (Panther Chapter). Over the past 
few months they have cleaned toys, stuffed envelopes, 
and worked with participants in a variety of programs. 
We are so grateful for you all!

Volunteers from the 
DuPage Medical Group 
made the holidays a 
little brighter this year. 
They added to the 
magic of a visit with 
Santa at the Naperville 
Santa House by 
welcoming families and then helping ring in the new year 
at the New Year’s Eve Extravaganza! 

We are grateful for the ongoing 
support of long time funder, 
Topfer Family Foundation who is 
supporting the WDSRA mission 
with a generous $12,500 grant. 

Thank you to new donors Maureen 
Mullarkey Miller and Steve Miller for their $5,000 grant 
for scholarships. Scholarships go a long way in making 
programs accessible to everyone who needs them.

Synergy Adaptive Athletics welcomes new funder The 
Harry S. Black & Allon Fuller Fund, Bank of America, 
N.A., Trustee to their team. Their very generous $12,500 
grant will be used for training, outreach and competition 
opportunities. Thank you!

WDSRA welcomes new grantor The Carl R. 
Hendrickson Family Foundation, Bank of America, 
N.A., Trustee. Their $7,500 grant will be used to support 
Before and After School inclusion services for elementary 
and middle school children with disabilities. Parents rely 
heavily on these programs throughout the school year.

Thank you to the Lazzara Family Foundation for their 
$2,500 in support of the WDSRA mission. Donations 
made to the WDSRA mission allow for funds to be used 
where they are needed most.

WDSRA welcomes new grantor The George M. 
Eisenberg Foundation for Charities. They are supporting 
the WDSRA mission with a $2,000 grant. Thank you for 
supporting WDSRA families!

Allegra Marketing-Print-Mail of Schaumburg made the 
Annual Appeal possible in part with a $1,000 grant. We 
are thankful for their ongoing partnership.

You Gave From The Heart!
Thank you to everyone who made a contribution to the Annual 
Appeal. With your combined donations from Giving Tuesday, the 
Annual Appeal and a generous match from The Coleman Foundation, 
over $48,000 was raised in support of WDSRA participants and 
families!

Your contributions help bridge the gap between what is funded and 
what is needed to meet the social and recreational needs of WDSRA 
families. Many thanks to YOU and to The Coleman Foundation!
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Camping Adventure Brings a Whole Lot of Firsts
First time: away from home, camping, fishing, touching a 
snake, hiking, kayaking, shooting an arrow, and …kissing a 
fish! Almost every one of the 17 campers experienced their 
own ‘first’ while on an overnight trip to Blackwell Forest 
Preserve last fall. So while they were all on the same trip 
each had their own personal adventure. 

Many thanks to the Rangers Forest Preserve District of 
DuPage County and Blackwell Forest Preserve. They were 
there to lead the group through campground set up and 
activities. They also supplied the food and tents. 

About kissing the fish…according to one of the rangers, it 
is tradition to kiss the very first fish you have ever caught. 
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Upcoming Events

This newsletter is made  
possible in part by a donation  

from Hagg Press. 

Studio Movie Grill
Special Needs Screening Series*

Especially for Special Needs Families
Saturday 11am

Studio Movie Grill, Wheaton 

Peter Rabbit, Feb 17th
Early Man, Feb 24th

Black Panther, Mar 3rd
A Wrinkle in Time, Mar 17th
Ready Player One, April 7th

*Details at StudioMovieGrill.com

Musical Showcase
Sunday, February 25th

3-5pm
Wheaton Park District  

Community Center, Wheaton

Performing Arts Recital
Sunday, March 19th

2-4pm
Hubble Middle School, Warrenville

Drama Club Production
Sunday, April 29th

3:30-5:30pm
Wheaton Park District  

Community Center, Wheaton

Get The Latest Information 
on Programs, Events, and 

Community News 
Sign up at www.wdsra.com.

Follow@WeAreWDSRA

Commitment to Participants and Families: 
Journey to a New Vision and Core Values

In 2017, we set off on a journey of introspection and evaluation with the sole 
goal of continuing to serve our families to the very best of our abilities in 
this ever changing world.

Along that journey, we reflected on our vision. Forty years ago our vision of 
providing Equal Fun for Everyone was indeed aspirational. But as the world 
around us and the opportunities for our families has changed dramatically, 
we felt our vision should also change.

We have heard countless stories of 
how the experiences through special 
recreation at WDSRA can leave an 
indelible mark on individuals. For 
some it may be through the social 
nature of our programs, for others it 
may be through the recreational outlet, 
but for all it is the experiences they 
have that develop the imagination, independence and courage they leave 
with that goes beyond their time with WDSRA.

Our new vision, opening a world of untapped potential and a lifetime of 
possibilities, is participant-centered, family-supported, and something that 
we at WDSRA aspire to help our participants achieve. It reflects the intrinsic 
nature of what our participants can gain and guides us into being true to 
our mission of developing individuals 
through recreation. We believe that 
together the new vision and mission 
are a stronger reflection of the 
WDSRA pledge to participants and 
families. 

We have also updated our Core Values. 
These Core Values more accurately 
express the expectations that guide 
us in everything we do. We started 
with a foundation of Respect and 
continued to build with Passion, 
Innovation, Integrity, Communication, 
Collaboration and of course Fun. We 
will be holding ourselves accountable 
to these Core Values and expect that 
you do too.

It has been quite the journey and we 
feel well poised for the future as we 
continue to put our participants and 
families first. Thank you for coming 
along this journey with us! 

Mission: The development of 
individuals through recreation. 

Vision: Opening a world of 
untapped potential and a 
lifetime of possibilities!

http://StudioMovieGrill.com 
http://www.wdsra.com
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Thank You for Your Donation!
Checks can be made to the WDSRA Foundation. If your company offers a matching gift program, simply return that 
information with your contribution. (WDSRA Foundation EIN #36-3932924).

£ One-time Gift Option   OR       Recurring Gift Option: £ Monthly   £ Quarterly   £ Annually 

Name

Address                       City                    State       Zip  

Phone                       Email

£ Please check box if your mailing address was incorrect. 
£ Visa      £ Mastercard          CC Number 

Credit Card Verification Code (3 digit security code)        Exp Date      /    Gift Amount $ 
To make a donation online, please visit www.wdsra.com. The WDSRA Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
and all contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Holiday Magic Memories
It’s the most wonderful time of the year! 
Over 140 participants celebrated the 
holiday season with friends at one of our 
biggest events of the year, the Holiday 
Dinner Dance. Dinner, dancing, a photo 
booth and a special appearance by both 
Santa and Mrs. Claus made this one very 
special evening. 

Thank you to St. Andrews Golf Club who 
once again donated the staff dinners and 
made this evening one to remember for all 
our participants!

 

with WDSRA

Keep up to date on this event & more. 
Sign Up for our ENEWS!
www.wdsra.com

Charlie Long/
WDSRA Golf Classic
Monday, June 11, 2018
Arrowhead Golf Club, Wheaton

Equal Fun For Everyone

Golf

•   Great golf
•   Delicious food
•   Special treats
•   Supports WDSRA programs

Dance Party with Legends
What do you do when you meet the world 
famous Harlem Globetrotters? You compare 
moves! That’s what happened when WDSRA 
participants got their own ‘meet and greet’ 
with players before the show at the Allstate 
Arena. A few of the players introduced 
themselves and the legendary group. While 
some of our participants were a little star-
struck, it didn’t stop one of our guys from 
showing off his legendary moves too. It 
prompted a dance off with the players.

 Oh yeah… we have moves too!

New Giving Option:
Recurring Gifts

Looking for a way to see a modest 
gift grow into a sizeable donation? 
With a Recurring Gift, you choose 
the size of your donation and how 
often you would like to give… 
monthly, quarterly or annually.

A $25 monthly gift turns into 
$300 annually. Simply check the 
Recurring Gift Option when 
making your donation.

THANK YOU for giving!
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The WDSRA Foundation is a  
501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization 
and was formed to further the goals 
and ideals of the Western DuPage
Special Recreation Association.
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