
It Could Happen to Anyone – Noah’s story 
 
When COVID began, Dad’s sales job ended. Mom had her hands full as a stay-at-home mom taking 
care of a now 7-year-old daughter and 9-year-old Noah*. Keeping some sense of normalcy for the 
children meant some hard choices had to be made. 
 
Four years ago, Noah came to WDSRA. Inclusion services helped him connect with other children his 
own age. Noah is on the autism spectrum and has an expressive and receptive language disorder. It 
takes him a bit longer to process incoming messages or cues and it can be a challenge for him to express 
his outgoing messages to others. The one-on-one support he received through inclusion services was a 
tremendous help in his young development. 
 
Noah’s mom found inclusion staff to be patient and flexible, adapting easily to Noah’s needs. “The way 
they worked with Noah was such a huge relief,” says mom.  “I knew they understood him”.  Soon he 
moved from inclusion services to WDSRA programs with voice lessons, soccer, gymnastics, Tae Kwon Do, 
and other programs. Noah was learning to play with others which is not always an easy skill for those on 
the spectrum and is compounded by his expressive language disorder. Mom was seeing his confidence 
soar. “Confidence is essential to providing Noah the foundation for much of what he will need later in 
life,” explains mom. “I want him to succeed.” 
 
Then, in 2020, the world shut down due to COVID. Like many others during that time, Noah’s dad lost 
his job. The family income dried up. Savings went down and the family debt went up. Stability for her 
two children though, including therapies for Noah, couldn’t waiver. Sacrifices were made… a lot of 
sacrifices. 
 
Mom reached out to WDSRA for scholarships. It was only through the help of scholarships that Noah 
was able to continue with virtual programs, continue developing his skills and continue building his 
confidence. Mom was able to provide the much needed stability for Noah’s overall development. 
Scholarships helped ease the burden without adding to the debt the family was rapidly incurring. 
 
Now, Noah continues with his favorite virtual & in-person programs and has even added a few new 
ones. Dad has changed careers and is trying to get a business off the ground to provide for his family. 
Mom knows they still need to rely on scholarships for now and the near future. “It’s such a blessing to 
know that we can give Noah what he needs right now,” shares mom. “It’s one less burden at this 
difficult time to know that we won’t go further in debt. Scholarships are such a blessing and are so very 
appreciated.” 
  
*Noah’s family has graciously shared their story with us but asks that their names not be disclosed for 
privacy. 
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